Date: April 23, 2008

Subject: Department of Art BA/BFA Revisions

From: Jay Hobgood

Subcommittee B considered the proposal from the Department of Art to modify their requirements for the B.A. and B.F.A. degrees at its meeting on April 4, 2008.  After a thorough examination and a comprehensive discussion of the proposal the subcommittee voted unanimously to approve the revisions.

Currently all students enter the program as Pre-Art.  After a student complete 20 hours of Foundations coursework, the student is reviewed by the faculty.  A successful review permits the student to enter the B.A. program.  Then the student is asked to complete a set of 30 hours of Core requirements, which allows an introduction to many of the emphasis areas in the department.  After completion of the Core requirements, the student applies by means of a juried portfolio to an emphasis area.  If the portfolio is judged positively, then the student is accepted into an emphasis area and begins work on the specific requirements to a B.F.A.  Students who are not accepted into the B.F.A. may complete a B.A. degree.

Proposed revisions:

1.  All students will be admitted to the B.F.A

2.  After their portfolio review students will be informed of their ability to continue in the

     B.F.A. program.
3.  Students may petition the department in writing for permission to switch to a B.A. at

     any time after their first two quarters in the B.F.A. program.

4.  Upon complete of the Foundation and Core requirements, a B.F.A. student must 

     apply for acceptance into an area of emphasis.

The major change of these revision is to make the B.A. degree a student choice rather than the default degree.

The principal foci for discussion were:

1.  The change in the relationship between the B.A. and B.F.A. degrees.

2.  The timing of the procedural steps that students follow as they work through their

     degree program.

3.  How would students who transfer from other institutions be affected?

4.  Does a student still have only two chances to pass their portfolio review?
